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NW’s Annual
Holiday Party!

Tuesday, December 9th
UCC Meeting Hall, 6:30 pm

11245 Los Osos Valley Rd. in SLO
! It’s that time again, when holly and 
mistletoe abound and bells jingle all day long. And 
SLO NightWriters celebrates the end of the year 
with its famous annual Holiday Party!
! Join us on Tuesday, December 9th at 6:30 
pm for fun and festivities. Bring your favorite 
holiday finger-food treats to share. We’ll have 
Holiday Baskets with special goodies inside to 
raffle off, so be sure to bring some dollar bills to 
purchase your tickets. These NW Board-donated 
baskets are really special, don’t miss out on them!
! We’ll also be collecting unwrapped new 
toys to donate for Toys for Tots again this year. See 
the Holiday Invite on page 21 for details on the 
ages and types of items the organization is looking 
for. And if you’d like to donate a book for kids or 
teens, see page 17 for more information on that 
holiday giving opportunity.
! For entertainment, we’re encouraging our 
writers to bring short holiday-themed pieces to 
read aloud. These can be stories, memoirs, 
fantasies, anything, as long as they are holiday-
themed. 100 words, 200, 500, up to 700 words.
  ! Please limit your piece for this meeting to 
700 words max.
! The NW Holiday Bash has been the 
highlight of the NW meeting schedule for quite a 
few years. If you’ve never attended, make this the 
year you come and celebrate life, writing and the 
holidays with your NW family. See you on 
December 9th at 6:30 pm!
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Dennis Eamon Young

President’s Message: 
To Accept or Create

! Have you studied long and hard, looking for that perfect 
prescription for the great novel you intend to write? Have you found 
the one and only guru to show you the way? So, how’s that working 
for you? Are you still stuck on page twenty three or seventy five? Do 
not despair; there will always be another guru coming around the 
next curve. It’s as inevitable as waiting for another bus. Of course it 

means that you are stuck at that particular guru stop in the meantime.
I really hate to ask you to desert your comfort zone, but there is another way. A 

guru can administer a pattern or formula that you may use to hang your characters and 
stories upon. Therein lies the trap for any writer, artist, photographer, musician or other 
creative person. To emulate or copy the path of another is to set your perceptions in stone. 
A creative person must create, not copy. When neophyte artists are told to learn how to 
copy the masters, it is so they will have a solid springboard to leap from on their journey 
to a view of their own.

We create our own realities within the context of each story we write and embrace 
the motivational truths that our characters subscribe to. Do not confuse this with the 
reality that exists in the outer world. How we perceive that outer world and how we 
communicate that perception is the seed of our creativity. This is the gift that we may 
share with others in order to bring clarity or reflect problems that exist. 

NightWriter Jay Asher wrote a young adult novel telling the story of a young girl 
who committed suicide. The reader learns the reasons why this occurred, what drove her 
to such a decision. The book spent well over one hundred weeks on the New York Times 
best-seller list. Jay is now speaking at one school in each of the fifty states, shining light on 
bullying and other social problems that lead our most vulnerable to such an extreme act 
of desperation. His identification and perception of an insidious social problem led him to 
create a story to inform the outer world of this and help effect change. Thank you, Jay.

Writers deal with the interaction of ideas. At times these may be competing ideas 
(conflict) and at other times they may be sympathetic ideas (love). It is the job of the 
writer to understand how to convene these ideas, glean their true identity and purpose, 
then afford them a channel forward in a world of their own, populated with realistic 
characters to codify each of them. Protagonists, antagonists and a wide array of 
supporting characters move the story forward in a symphony of competing and 
sympathetic actions until the crescendo of resolution ends the tale.



NW  WORDSMITHS     DECEMBER 2014

Page 3

If the writer has followed a guru, swallowed a formula and accepted a proscribed 
pattern to write by, the story may be limp and the characters lifeless and boring. A reader 
will soon put the book down and go watch a TV show, or find some more interesting way 
to spend their time. If the story manages to have energy and the characters display a real 
sense of life, the voice will be that of the guru, rather than of that writer. It is much more 
satisfying to create a vision of one’s own than to produce cardboard cutouts belonging to 
another. Be yourself, trust your perceptions and find your own voice.
! ! ! ! ! ! ! !

Excelsior,
! Dennis

Fellow Writers!
! Is a writing partner sick? Need encouragement?
! Getting married or having a baby?
! Suffering from the loss of a loved one?
Email me at jandkvolkov@att.net and I’ll send them a 
card from their SLO NightWriters family.
        Kalila

Have YOU NW-Blogged Today?
! Be sure to check out our Blog for information, insights, encouragement, connections, 
etc.  You’ll find writing prompts, ideas, encouragements and lots more. Feel free to leave a 
comment on any of our posts. And join us on Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn, too!

Join us on our Blog: www.slonightwriters.com
You can also access the blog from our website: www.slonightwriters.org. And make sure your 
bio and book listing is up-to-date on our website. As we continue to grow and gain an 
international reputation, your social media presence grows right along with us. 

mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
mailto:jandkvolkov@att.net
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org


NW  WORDSMITHS     DECEMBER 2014

Page 4

NightWriters “Round Tables”
Our Round Tables are still on hiatus for December, so we can usher in the year-end 

holidays in style.
But never fear, Round Tables will return in January of 2015. We will kick off the 

New Year with a Critique Round Table featuring Terry Sanville and Mark Arnold, and a 
Scenes Presentation Table on how to vary your scene structures to make your stories come 
alive. This presentation will be a prelude to our first Writing Clinic in February 2015, that 
will focus on scene and scene structure. See you in January at 5:15!

Your Synopsis Checklist
	
 Wondering how to format your story synopsis? Here’s a handy checklist to help 
you get it right:

 Use a 1-inch margin on all sides; justify the left margin only. 
 Put your name and contact information on the top left corner of the first page. 

 Type the novel’s genre, word count and the word “Synopsis” in the top right corner of 
the first page 

 Don’t number the first page. 
 Put the novel’s title, centered and in all caps, about one-third of the way down the 

page. 

 Begin the synopsis text four lines below the title. 
 The text throughout the synopsis should be double-spaced (unless you plan to keep it 

to one or two pages, in which case single-spaced is OK). 
 Use all caps the first time you introduce a character. 

 After the first page, use a header on every page that contains your last name/your 
novel’s title in all caps/the word “Synopsis”:Name/TITLE/Synopsis. 

 After the first page, number the pages in the top right corner on the same line as the 
header. 

 The first line of text on each page after the first page should be three lines below the 
header.
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KUDOS... KUDOS... KUDOS...
!
Terry Sanville’s short story, “Staring,” will appear in the upcoming issue of the 
Sheepshead Review, a print journal put out by the University of Wisconsin at Green 
Bay. Terry asked, in a note that accompanied the kudo, that the acceptance letter also 
invited him to the journal’s launch party on December 8. He asked if he should go 
freeze his tuckus off in Green Bay. What do you all think?

“Talking Without Speaking,” a flash fiction story by Terry Sanville, will appear in the 
January 2015 edition of “Still Crazy,” a print magazine with material written by people 
over 50 years of age—go geezer power! (Totally irrelevant information: The title of 
Terry’s story, “Talking Without Speaking,” is taken from a line in the Paul Simon song, 
“Sounds of Silence.” Likewise, the title of magazine that will publish it, “Still Crazy,” is 
also taken from a Paul Simon song.

The Tribune Living Section, on November 16, published an article on its front page 
about NightWriter Mary Weber and her YA Fantasy novel, Storm Siren. 
Congratulations, Mary!

Mary Weber had a very successful book signing for her debut YA fantasy novel, Storm 
Siren, at Barnes and Noble on Saturday, November 22nd. From reports, the line was 
long and Mary had quite a time talking with all her fans. Storm Siren is the first in a 
projected trilogy. Those of us who have read it (it’s amazing!) are anxiously awaiting 
the next installment.

NightWriters Tony Piazza, Barbara M. Hodges, Richard Lawson Gamble and Susan 
Tuttle amazed and regaled wine tasters at Zaca Mesa Winery with their array of 
publications on Saturday, November 1. Zaca Mesa was so pleased with their reception, 
they are arranging a return engagement. A little wine, some really good books—what 
more could a reader want?

Janice Konstantinidis, our intrepid webmaster, has been invited to speak to Templeton 
Women in Business at one of their luncheons in 2015. Templeton Women in Business is 
part of the Templeton Chamber of Commerce. They contacted Janice after coming 
across the SLO NightWriters website and reading her mini-bio. Congratulations, Janice! 
Keep us updated on when you are scheduled to speak.
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Tolosa Holiday Submissions
Dear NightWriters,

! Make sure you check for the Tolosa Press issue in your area, for 
all three of their publications (Bay News, SLO City News, Coast News) 
will be publishing a NightWriter story or memoir during this holiday 
season. We’ve had Halloween and Thanksgiving stories published so 
far and are looking forward to all the holiday stories to come as 
December winds down.
! Keep working on your submissions, so you are ready for our next submissions call 
sometime in the new year. Happy Holidays!

! With thanks,
! Andrea Chmelik
! chmelik.andrea@gmail.com

From the Comic Strip “Pickles” by Brian Crane

Husband, looking over wife’s shoulder as she types at the computer: “What 
are you writing, Opal?”

Wife, glowering at computer screen: “A letter to the newspaper about their 
sloppy proofreading. Whenever I see someone use “your” when it should be 
“you’re,” it drive me batty.”

Husband, walking away: “Well, keep up the good work. It’s a fine thing your 
doing.”

Wife, glaring back at husband: “Hey! I heard that!!”
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Our New Venue for All NW Meetings
! You probably already know: SLO NightWriters has moved. That’s right, we’ve 
outgrown our last meeting place. Your board searched high and low and found just the perfect 
place for our meetings. We christened it at the October meeting, celebrated it at the November 
meeting, and discovered that it will meet our needs perfectly, giving us privacy and a warm 
feeling of camaraderie. 
! Please note that there will be no Round Tables for our November and December 
meetings. The Round Tables will resume after the first of the new year. Our meeting in 
December will begins at 6:30 pm, where we will ring in the year-end holidays with a party. 
Bring a holiday piece (up to 700 words only, please) to share with your fellow writers. We’ll 
have a sign-up sheet at the door.
! So plan to join us at our new venue: the United Church of Christ Meeting Hall, 11245 
Los Osos Valley Road, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93401. Take the 101 North or South to the Los 
Osos/Baywood exit. Come out Los Osos Valley Road past Madonna Road and Royal Way. 
The Hall is on the left just past Oceannaire. Huge parking lot will accommodate everyone 
who wants to attend our meetings.

The december NW Online 
Book Club Selection 

We started our online book club in January, and in December we will 
say our farewell. It has been an honor to bring local authors and 
Central Coast Writers Conference presenters to your attention. You 
can view the complete list of the books and their authors below. 
! Our last pick is Katya Cengel's “Bluegrass Baseball: A Year in 
the Minor League Life”. Following four Minor League baseball 
teams in Kentucky through the 2010 season—the triumphs, 
struggles, and big league hopes and dreams—the book tells the 
larger story of baseball in America’s smaller venues, where the game 
in its purest form is still valued and warmly embraced. 
 ! The story begins before the season with national-anthem 
singing tryouts in Lexington, then tags along with players, staff, and 
fans at home, in the office, and on the field, offering a rare glimpse of 
the unglamorous reality of Minor League ball. From the front-office staff in Bowling Green 
planning kooky promotions, to a trainer grocery shopping for a team on forty dollars a day, to 

http://katyacengel.com/index.html
http://katyacengel.com/index.html
http://www.amazon.com/Bluegrass-Baseball-Year-Minor-League-ebook/dp/B00A67YV98/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1416867872
http://www.amazon.com/Bluegrass-Baseball-Year-Minor-League-ebook/dp/B00A67YV98/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1416867872
http://www.amazon.com/Bluegrass-Baseball-Year-Minor-League-ebook/dp/B00A67YV98/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1416867872
http://www.amazon.com/Bluegrass-Baseball-Year-Minor-League-ebook/dp/B00A67YV98/ref=tmm_kin_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&sr=1-1&qid=1416867872
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a new wife coming to terms with her husband’s transitory lifestyle, to a father 
struggling to make it back to the Majors and a Cuban defector blowing everyone away 
with a 100-mph-plus fastball, these are the people who live to make baseball happen, in 
all its nitty-gritty glory.
! Katya Cengel lives in California Central Coast and was a presenter at the 2013 
Central Coast Writers Conference. She has written about everything from retired 
dancing bears in Bulgaria to the world’s largest machine gun shoot in Kentucky. Her 
work has appeared in Newsweek, National Geographic and Time.com among other 
publications. A World Affairs Journalism Fellow in 2005, she received second place in 
the Society of Professional Journalists Green Eyeshade Award in 2006 for her series "Lost 
Boys, Torn Families". Her book “Bluegrass Baseball: A Year in the Minor League 
Life” (University of Nebraska Press), was one of five finalists for the 2013 Kentucky 
Literary Award.

SLO NightReaders Book Club List 2014

January – Anne Perry, The Face of a Stranger
February – Mara Purl, What The Heart Knows
March – Paul Alan Fahey, The Other Man and Victoria Zackheim, The Other Woman
April – Jordan E. Rosenfeld, Forged In Grace
May – Anne R. Allen, No Place Like Home
June – Robyn Schneider, The Beginning of Everything
July – Don Maruska, Take Charge of Your Talent
August – Susan Tuttle, Sins of The Past
September – Mary Weber, Storm Siren
October – Tony Piazza, A Murder Amongst Angels
November – T.L. Snow, The Pope Goes Speed Dating
December – Katya Cengel, Bluegrass Baseball: A Year In The Minor League Life

! Thank you, SLO NightReaders!
! Andrea Chmelik

! “Talking is a hydrant in the yard and writing is a faucet upstairs in the 
house. Opening the first takes all the pressure off the second.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Robert Frost

http://katyacengel.com/articles/features/lostboys.html
http://katyacengel.com/articles/features/lostboys.html
http://katyacengel.com/articles/features/lostboys.html
http://katyacengel.com/articles/features/lostboys.html
http://katyacengel.com/books/index.html
http://katyacengel.com/books/index.html
http://katyacengel.com/books/index.html
http://katyacengel.com/books/index.html
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“Critique Group Connections”
NW Members—Please, email critique requests to: Janice Konstantinidis (jkon50@gmail.com)  We’ll 
print your specific request in this Critique Group Connections section of the newsletter for all NW 
members to view, increasing opportunities for NW critiquing.  Use this information to find a match for 
your needs, make contacts, or to start a new group or critique partnership. Contact Janice for 
assistance if needed and she’ll get you to the right people. And, if you form a group, please let Janice 
know so she can list it on the website. She can also forward your group’s information to the 
newsletter. Critique Group Guidelines are available on the website at www.slonightwriters.org.
! ***SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but do we strive to 
facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing affiliations. 
While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we hope they 
lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works!

Critique Group Requests
Holly Thibodeaux works in fiction, non-fiction, screenwriting, memoir and experimental fiction. She 
is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange with writers in a more structured environment with 
accountability to boost productivity. Intermediate level preferred; no location restrictions. She would 
also like to find others interested in exploring the philosophy of writing and the psychology of 
storytelling. Contact her at:

Katie is seeking a critique group for YA and FICTION. She is interested in either a critique group, or 1:1 
electronic peer exchange. She has some writing experience and prefers SLO City location. Contact Katie 
at: dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com.

Tony Taylor is seeking a critique group for FICTION, YA, CHILDREN’S MIDDLE GRADE or VARIED 
GENRES, preferred skill level is advanced/experienced writers. Preferred location is SLO City area.
Contact Tony at 805-704-3528 or by email: tony@anthonyjtaylor.com

Rolynn Anderson wishes to organize a NEW PLOTTING GROUP for LITERARY FICTION with 
elements of suspense and mystery.  Preferred skill level is advanced.  Preferred location is Arroyo 
Grande/Los Osos/SLO area.  
Contact Rolynn at 805-473-5847 or by email rolynna@earthlink.net 

Griselda Rivera is seeking multiple critique groups: MEMOIRS, TEEN & CHILDREN’S, 
ACADEMIC/EDUCATION/LINGUISTICS.  
Contact Griselda at grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com

Colin McKay is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for COMMERCIAL FICTION – CRIME, 
YA, or SCREENWRITING. Preferred skill level is advanced. No location restrictions for meetings but 
would prefer Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria.  Contact Colin by email: mckay01@gmail.com

Continued Next Page

mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
mailto:jkon50@gmail.com
http://www.slonightwriters.org
http://www.slonightwriters.org
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:dreamsofcitylights@gmail.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:tony@anthonyjtaylor.com
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:rolynna@earthlink.net
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:grissilvarivera58@yahoo.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
mailto:mckay01@gmail.com
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Critique Group Connections, Continued
David Flamm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange or 1:1 writing mentor/partner or 
editing fee for service, for COMMERCIAL FICTION.  Preferred Skill Level is Intermediate to 
Advanced.  Preferred locations for meetings are SLO City, South County/Santa Maria, Orcutt.
Contact David at 805-868-3779 or by email: david.flamm@yahoo.com    

Christina Grimm is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for VARIED NO GENRE 
RESTRICTIONS.  No skill restrictions.  Preferred location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro 
Bay, Cambria, but can travel to other locations.
Contact Christina at 805-459-4923 or by email: grimmpsych@gmail.com    

Jill Stegman is seeking a critique group or peer edit exchange for LITERARY FICTION or LITERARY 
HYBRIDS WITH THRILLER, SUSPENSE, MYSTERY.  Preferred skill level is advanced. Preferred 
location for meetings is SLO City, Los Osos, Morro Bay, Cambria or North County.
Contact Jill at 805-466-1956 or by email: jastegman@gmail.com    

Deborah Brasket is seeking a critique group, online peer edit exchange, or 1:1 writing partner for 
ADULT LITERARY FICTION, NOVELS AND SHORT STORIES, AND FOR CHILDREN’S MIDDLE 
GRADE NOVEL.  Preferred experience level is intermediate to advanced.  North County is preferred.
Contact Deborah at 221-5405 or by email: dbrasket51@gmail.com

Alycia Kiley is seeking a critique group for VARIED GENRES but primarily POETRY, NON FICTION 
and ARTICLES; skill level is intermediate.  SLO City location is preferred.  
Contact Alycia at 602-7075 or by email,  alyciakiley@gmail.com  

George Klein is seeking a critique group or 1:1 writing mentor/partner for COMMERCIAL 
FICTION; No particular skill level or meeting location restrictions.  
Contact George at 712-3378 or by email, fangio@charter.net  

Steve Bowder is seeking a critique group that concentrates on true stories embellished to make them 
interesting, but that stay true to the facts that are known.
Contact Steve at: sbowder@live.com

! “I think it can be dangerous for young writers to be modest when they’re 
young. I’ve known a number of truly talented writers who did less than they could 
have done because they weren’t vain and unpleasant enough about their talent. You 
have to take it seriously.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Norman Mailer

mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:david.flamm@yahoo.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:grimmpsych@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:jastegman@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:dbrasket51@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:alyciakiley@gmail.com
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:fangio@charter.net
mailto:sbowder@live.com
mailto:sbowder@live.com
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Highlights from Ursula K. Le Guin
On November 19, Ursula K. Le Guin was honored at the National Book Awards. Below 
are some excerpts from her inspiring and insightful acceptance speech.

! “I think hard times are coming when we will be wanting the voices of writers 
who can see alternatives to how we live now and can see through our fear-stricken 
society and its obsessive technologies to other ways of being, and even imagine some 
real grounds for hope. We will need writers who can remember freedom. Poets, 
visionaries—the realists of a larger reality.
! “Right now, I think we need writers who know the difference between the 
production of a market commodity and the practice of an art. Developing written 
material to suit sales strategies in order to maximize corporate profit and advertising 
revenue is not quite the same thing as responsible book publishing or authorship. 
! “Yet I see sales departments given control over editorial; I see my own 
publishers in a silly panic of ignorance and greed, charging public libraries for an 
ebook six or seven times more than they charge customers. We just saw a profiteer try 
to punish a publisher for disobedience and writers threatened by corporate fatwa, and 
I see a lot of us, the producers who write the books, and make the books, accepting 
this. Letting commodity profiteers sell us like deodorant, and tell us what to publish 
and what to write. 
! “Books, you know, they’re not just commodities. The profit motive often is in 
conflict with the aims of art. We live in capitalism. Its power seems inescapable. So did 
the divine right of kings. Any human power can be resisted and changed by human 
beings. Resistance and change often begin in art, and very often in our art—the art of 
words.
! “I have had a long career and a good one. In good company. Now here, at the 
end of it, I really don’t want to watch American literature get sold down the river. We 
who live by writing and publishing want—and should demand—our fair share of the 
proceeds. But the name of our beautiful reward is not profit. Its name is freedom.”

! “The writer should never be ashamed of staring. There is nothing that does 
not require his attention.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !      ~Flannery O’Connor
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SLO NW e✑Line Edit Exchange
! Can’t find a critique group? Don’t have time for meetings? Have specific needs 
for feedback on your work? Our Electronic Peer Review Line Edit Exchange is perfect 
for out-of-town members, or those with restricted time schedules. 
! All E-Exchange Partners are SLO NW members.

• Exchange views with other writers 
• No fees charged, no credit expected or required.
• Participants contact each other, set their own rules and time frames.
• Use your own style of editing/commenting.
• If you don’t find value in the feedback, try someone else on the list.  

! To be added, contact Sharyl Heber (sheber@charter.net) with: Your Name, Email, 
Genre (if you desire a specific one), Skill Level (if you require a specific level). She will add 
you to the list. Then you can reach out on a one-to-one basis and find the right writing partner 
for you.
! ! ! ! !

Word of the Month
“frustraneous”

Definition: (adj. L, frustra, in vain) vain, 
useless, unprofitable

Synonyms: worthless, valueless, futile, 
unproductive, ineffectual, pointless, hopeless

Usage: When they tried to restore the old 
building, they discovered it to be a 
frustraneous exercise, due to the amount of 
dry rot in the support beams. 

Quote 
of the Month

! “It is not in the still calm of life, 
or in the repose of a pacific station, that 
great characters are formed... Great 
necessities call out great writers.”
! !
! ! ! ~Abigail Adams
!   

mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
mailto:sharylheber@gmail.com
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Come one, come all, to our final NW Anthology 
Book Signing and Reading Event. 

We’ll be in Los Osos on Saturday, December 6, from 
1:00 pm to 3:00 pm, at Volumes of Pleasure at 1016 Los 
Osos Valley Road. It’s located just before 10th Street. We’re 
planning to have a pop-up tent outside (weather 
permitting), and balloons flying, so we’ll be easy to spot. 
Just look for the balloons!

This is a great opportunity to check out this unique 
bookstore/gift shop, if you’ve never been there before. 
And you can meet some of the Anthology authors, buy an 
Anthology (or two or three—they make fantastic gifts, and 
‘tis the season!) and get it signed. NightWriter members 
can also put their name in to win a complementary NW 
membership for the coming year.

NW Anthology Signing

We’ll have yummy goodies to snack on, some fantastic readings from the 
anthology, great fun and networking opportunities and books, books, books. Even if 
you attended the Coalesce Bookstore event, you are invited to come to support the 
Anthology authors and NightWriters.

And remember, Los Osos is just a few miles outside Montana de Oro; bring 
family, bring a friend, and make a day of it. Nature, sun, ocean and books. What more 
could anyone want?

See you at Volumes of Pleasure this Saturday, Dec. 6, at 1:00 pm!

! “There are so many different kinds of writing and so many ways to work 
that the only rule is this: do what works. Almost everything has been tried and 
found to succeed for somebody. The methods, even the ideas of successful writers, 
contradict each other in a most heartening way, and the only element I find 
common to all successful writers is persistence—an overwhelming determination 
to succeed.”
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ~Sophy Burnham
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5 Reasons to Share the Love of Writing, 
Reading, Words!

! We all writing, reading and words. Of course, we are writers. And we know 
how important it is to share that love with everyone around us. But how many of us 
have stopped to consider just why it’s so important? Here are 5 points to ponder...

1. In encouraging someone else to write—or read—you just might encourage 
yourself. One never knows where inspiration comes from. Telling someone else a 
story, or talking about a book you love, just might inspire you to pen your own, as 
Jeff Gunhus did when he made up a story for his 11-year old reluctant reader son, 
and ended up launching an Amazon bestseller series for young readers. 
Inspiration is everywhere, even inside us!

2. When you encourage someone else to love stories, you cultivate even more 
readers. In an age when television, videos, texting and movies stand paramount, 
reading is taking a back seat. But when we encourage others to open that book, to 
love words and immerse themselves in them, we are helping to create and expand 
our own audience. 

3. Good stories connect people. That’s why book clubs are so popular. People love 
to talk about good books, what they mean and what they learned from them. 
Sharing a book with someone is a great way to meet new neighbors, learn more 
about your kids’ friends, get closer to your siblings or other relatives. Books, 
connections and sharing; it rarely gets better than that.

4. Sharing makes you feel warm and fuzzy inside. Even a ball-of-energy toddler 
will slow down when it’s time to snuggle up with a good picture book. Reading 
together and talking about what the story means can bridge a lot of adolescent 
angst. And sitting together with your spouse or significant other and reading 
aloud to each other creates a special time for just you two, outside the cares of 
your everyday life. These are times that continue to build throughout life.

5. When you “pay it forward,” you encourage others to do so, also. Every time you 
recommend a book, or sit down and tell a story, or share what a story means to 
you, you encourage someone else to pick up a book and read. And to share that 
experience with others. Who then will share it with even more. And if we all did 
that, on a conscious level, every day, some day in the future all those videos, TV 
shows, movies and texting must might take a back seat to reading. And after all, 
isn’t that what we need? Readers to give our stories true life.
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Review: November Meeting
November’s meeting was our annual critique night. Eight 

NightWriters read to the group 500 words of a work-in-progress and 
a panel consisting of Susan Tuttle, Sherry Heber, and Terry Sanville 
provided feedback. I enjoyed all the excerpts and got a lot 
information I can use from the panel. Several selections, including 
thoughts from the womb, have colored my recent journal entries. 
Even in utero I knew that I would work hard for a living so I did what 
I could to get here on a Saturday.

A few of the critique gems from the night I have taken to 
heart:

Be careful of semantic satiation in which repetition causes a word or phrase to 
temporarily lose meaning for the listener, who then perceives the speech as repeated 
meaningless words. I love James Thurber’s example of this: I began to indulge in the wildest 
fancies as I lay there in the dark, such as that there was no such town, and even that there was no 
such state as New Jersey. I fell to repeating the word 'Jersey' over and over again, until it became 
idiotic and meaningless. 

Describe your characters with action as opposed to descriptive statements.  
According to Terry Sanville, “descriptions create a quiet space that separates me from the 
action.”  Note the action words Raymond Chandler uses to describe women filled 
repressed rage, Meek little wives feel the edge of the carving knife and study their husbands’ 
necks. So much more powerful than stringing a few adjectives together.

Try to limit the number of sentences that begin with a dependent clause.  These 
sentences often blunt the suspense of the story, while smoking his favorite cigar, the house 
burst into flames, and are not grammatically correct anyway. Trust me, this house was not 
smoking its favorite cigar.

By Jan Alarcon

Susan Tuttle taught us to not use the noun eyes with verbs other than look, glance, 
glare, and stare.  I made this mistake in my writing class the very next day: she noticed his 
eyes rested on her cleavage. Funny visual, but not at all the seductive scene I was working 
for.

This month I had the pleasure of corresponding with Jason Sisk-provencio, the 
pastor of the SLO United Church of Christ, our new meeting place for NightWriter 
meetings. Jason is pleased that his church is able to serve nonprofit organizations such as 
our own. He is “especially passionate about nonprofits connected with literacy because 
my paternal grandparents were both illiterate, and both suffered because of their inability 
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to read or write.” We so appreciate your church’s warmth and hospitality, love those 
accessible bathrooms.

In support of my fellow NightWriters, I also attended a book-signing and 
author presentation of The Best of SLO NightWriters in Tolosa Press 2009-2013 
anthology, edited by Judythe A. Guarnera on the Coalesce Bookstore in Morro Bay on 
November 16, 2014. Six authors or their proxies read to us their non-fiction entries.  
All readings were fantastic, several were heart wrenching. I am honoring the 
selections I heard by highlighting a powerful, descriptive sentences in each one of 
them that has stayed with me.

Anne Peterson: Ahoy, Cripples (read by Jean Moetler): a mesmerizing portrait of 
two arthritic lovers sharing a sailboat for twenty years. Living in nature without benefit 
of electricity, plumbing, or the normal conveniences was difficult, but we toughened up and 
enjoyed the hardship, for it meant self-reliance and peace.

Tony Piazza: My Most Precious Gift: a touching tribute to his mother who 
taught him to read. In times of crisis, I would read to her to calm her fears, and when she 
became sick and was dying, I helped her escape the reality of her illness by sitting at her 
bedside and read words of comfort.

T.C. West: Aunt Bess’s Sorting Center: a loving remembrance of a beloved aunt 
and her aphasia after a cerebral accident. I also learned that how someone says something 
isn’t as important as what they mean; that it truly is the thought that counts and that words 
are often stumbling blocks.

Sue McGinty: A Dog Gone Good Christmas: a wistful story about the dog who 
united a broken family, however tentatively. The aroma of our holiday feast filled the air.  I 
hesitated a long moment, then met his eyes halfway.

Debby Nicklaus: An Old Dog expresses tender appreciation for a beloved dog 
in his waning years. Her presence is a reminder of the best way to honor the cycle of life- 
how we are born with a sense of joy and adventure and then grow old with dignity and an 
acceptance of a life well-lived.

Destry Ramey: My Dad, Jack: a loving eulogy to a devoted father. Even though 
he didn’t have a formal education, what made him unique was that he viewed obstacles as 
challenges and challenges as opportunities.

I give thanks to each and every one of you. I am grateful I do not have to walk 
to journey of self-discovery through writing without you.

Until December, 

Jan Alarcon
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A Writer’s Process

by: Elizabeth Roderick

! Liz is on hiatus this month, and will return with 
another great article from one of NW’s fabulous writers on 
their writing process in January. Stay tuned!

Spotlight On...
! Mike is on hiatus this month and will return in January with 
another fascinating interview with yet another talented NightWriter. 
Keep your eyes open for more of his work in the coming months!

by: Mike Price

Books For The Holidays
! St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Church in Los Osos, where NW Susan Tuttle works as 
Office Manager, is partnering with Child Services this year to provide Holiday gifts to 
children and teens in need throughout SLO County.
! While toys and clothing are at the top of the list, one item is almost always 
forgotten: Books. Kids and teens alike love books and to have one written (and signed 
by) a local author is a complete thrill for them.
! If you would like to help out by donating one of your books, please bring it 
(signed) to the Holiday Party on December 9th. Susan will bring a box to collect them 
and will take them to the church where Social Services will pick them up and 
distribute them to needy children and teens before December 25th.
! Thank you in advance from all the kids and teens who will be encouraged to 
read and perhaps even to try their hand at writing in the new year! (See page 14 if 
you haven’t yet.)
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3 Questions to Ask When Writing A Book Proposal
The nonfiction book proposal is an essential package that must capture the attention of 

publishers and sell them on your book. But most writers do not take the weeks or even 
months needed to develop and polish their proposal. Here are three vital questions to ask 
yourself when planning your proposal.
1. Who Are My Readers? To discover this, determine both the Primary and Secondary 

Audiences. The primary audience is the ideal group who’d love to read your book. If it’s a 
Florida orchid-growing how-to, your primary audience would be Floridians who grow 
orchids. If it’s a memoir about a forty-something using renewed Catholic faith and positive 
thinking to improve overall health, then your primary audience is health aficionados. Or 
Catholic women’s groups. Most books have a clear primary audience, though some might 
have more. Secondary audiences are those beyond the primary. For the orchid book, think 
gardeners in Florida or the entire Southwest. Landscapers. Organic farmers. Members of 
the American Orchid Society. Botanical gift shops. For the memoir? Any Catholic church. 
Catholic parenting groups. Fitness clubs. Active forty-somethings an senior citizens. Etc.

2. What Makes My Book Special? Find out your book’s features and benefits by comparing 
and contrasting to the competition. Don’t be scared of competition. It means there’s a 
market out there already for your work and makes you more attractive to publishers. But 
you need to list the features and benefits your book has that competing ones don’t. some 
things to consider: Thoroughness (your book is the most comprehensive on the topic); 
Timeliness (it’s needed right now); Access (you provide special access to something or 
someone people want to know about); Skills (you teach something useful that people 
won’t know how to do without your book); Knowledge (you make readers more 
knowledgable and might raise their IQs).

3. Who Am I To Write This Book? Even a dynamite book proposal about an amazing idea 
can still lose out if you don’t present yourself as the single best one to write it. You will 
need to discuss your: Writing Background (previous training and where you have been 
published;  If you haven’t been published yet, submit short pieces while you are working 
on polishing the proposal.); Education (give the last and/or most prominent college or 
university here. If you didn’t go to college, leave out formal education. Education is more 
than degree programs. Beef up this area by listing any writing classes at the community 
college or reputable online classes, such as through Writer’s Digest U, Stanford or the 
Gotham Writer’s Workshop.); Relevant Background Information (make sure it’s relevant 
to either writing or your book’s subject matter. You can list one (and only one) interesting 
hobby that’s a bit off the book’s topic if you make sure it connects in some way; e.g., if 
you’re a freelance web designer, that shows you are industrious, creative and know the 
internet well enough to promote yourself.)
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My wardrobe is filled with disasters that chain me to the 1950’s, e.g., saddle shoes, 
peddle-pushers and poodle skirts. 

Punctuation Reminders:
! Do include the periods after each letter.
! Both letter sets are preceded and followed by a comma when used in a sentence.
! Or, you may surround each set each by parentheses.

My wardrobe is inadequate (i.e., it is hopelessly outdated.)

My wardrobe is filled with disasters that chain me to the 1950’s (e.g., saddle shoes, 
peddle-pushers and poodle skirts.) 

(References:  theoatmeal.com, The New York Times Manual of Style and 
Usage by Allan M. Siegal and William G. Connolly, The Enclcylopedic 
Dictionary of Style and Usage by Mary A. DeVries)

i.e.   Latin for id est.  Meaning that is.
Used for clarification or as a replacement for “in essence” or 
“in other words.” 

My wardrobe is inadequate, i.e., it is hopelessly outdated.

e.g.   Latin for exampli gratia.  Meaning for example.  
Used to introduce parenthetical comments. Perfect for 
prefacing partial lists.  Also used to introduce incidental 
material set apart from text, such as a diagram or table. 

i.e. or e.g.
A Conundrum, i.e., They Are Often Confused

By: Sharyl Heber
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Come Ye, Come Ye
to the 2014 

SLO NightWriters Holiday Celebration

Tuesday, December 9th,  6:30pm.
Our New Location

At the United Church of Christ 
11245 Los Osos Valley Rd

San Luis Obispo, CA

Bring your good cheer and a plate of your 
favorite holiday finger-food treats to share.

Bring a holiday story that you’ve written to share
Strict Word limit – up to 700 words

Bring $’s for our raffle – $1 per ticket.  Win a beautiful gift basket!
Visitors are warmly welcomed!

You may also bring an unwrapped toy to donate to 
Toys-For-Tots!

Each year there are particular age/gender groups that do not receive enough toys through donations.  
Please consider donating a toy for an older boy/girl (12+ years of age) as well as toys for ages 18 
months up.  Also consider that when selecting a toy, it may be the only one a child will receive.  
Suggested Donations:

• Sporting goods • Toy cars/planes/boats Models
• Dolls (Barbie, J. I. Joe, etc.) • Bicycles and scooters (Helmets, too)
• Board games Books and puzzles • Hand-held video games and small electronics 

(Batteries, too)



NW  WORDSMITHS     DECEMBER 2014

Page 21

GREAT BEGINNINGS
...Information for Beginning Writers (and everyone else too)

10 Tips That Can Help Any Writer
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Excerpted from: BookBaby Blog
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! By: Janet Fitch

! These tips were originally posted on Janet Fitch’s (author of White Oleander and Paint It 
Black) blog and were re-posted on the Book Baby blog:
1. Write the sentence, not just the story: Make sure there’s music in your sentences, lots of 

edges and corners to the sounds.
2. Pick a better verb: Don’t go with the usual, the common, the first ones thought of. Challenge 

your verbs to lift some real weight.
3. Kill the cliche: Anything you’ve ever heard or read before is a cliche. Find your own, unique 

way of looking at things and making them sing on the page. You have to invent your writing 
by yourself, from scratch. That’s why it’s hard work that requires unflinching honesty.

4. Variety is the key:  Vary the number words in your sentences. Vary the sentence structure. 
Expand and contract. If you’re an 8-word writer, throw in a few 15 and 20 word sentences. If 
you’re a 20-worder, throw in a few three-word shorties.

5. Explore sentences using dependent clauses: A dependent clause can help you move deeper 
into the story. It makes you stop and think harder about what you’ve written. Often the story 
you’re looking for is inside the sentence. (ed note: use caution when starting sentences with 
dependent clauses or they can lead you into danger. See Jan Alarcon’s review on pg. 15)

6. Use the landscape: Always tell readers where they are. Use description of the scene to 
establish emotional tone, create moods, foreshadow events.

7. Smarten up your protagonist: The more observant the protagonist, the more vivid the world 
will be for readers. Keep yours looking, thinking, wondering, remembering.

8. Learn to write dialogue: Compress, say as little as possible, making everything carry more 
than is actually said. Make dialogue part of the ongoing world, not just voices in a dark 
room. Never say the obvious. And skip the “meet and greet.”

9. Write in scenes: a scene starts and ends in one place at one time. Or starts in one place 
emotionally and ends in another place emotionally. Something has to happen so the 
character cannot go back to the way things were before. Make something happen.

10. Torture your protagonist: a writer must be both sadist and masochist. Create characters you 
love then torture them unbearably, along the lines of their greatest vulnerability and fear. The 
more you love them, the more you torture them, the better the story. Don’t protect your 
protagonist from the big booboos. Give them even bigger ones.

!



NW  WORDSMITHS     DECEMBER 2014

Page 22

Have You Checked Out Our Website Lately? Control Your Own Information!
Post your bio, picture, book covers and ordering links! Contribute a writing blog post! Free publicity!

MEMBER SITE LINKS! 
List your website(s) and blog(s) with live links — makes it easier for the public to find you and helps build your platform!

BOOK REVIEWS!
Get your book reviewed. Write a review—it’s a valid publishing credit!

WRITERS SERVICES!
Do you have a writing or professional skill? Get listed on our new Services Page.

FACEBOOK! 
Become a “Fan” of NightWriters! Visit NW’s Facebook page and sign up today! Also, link your Facebook page and your 
websites and blogs to NW sites!

LinkedIn!
New! Connect with NW on LinkedIn! Help build your author platform with writing professional connections.

    Email all correspondence to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 
or snail mail to: SLO NightWriters PO Box 6241 Los Osos, 
CA 93412-6241. We must have your current email address in 
order to send the Newsletter and other important NW 
announcements.
      Newsletter Submissions: Send by the 15th of the 
current month for next month’s publication. Send in kudos, 
writing articles, quotes, facts and tidbits, etc. Mark email 
“for newsletter” and send to: slonightwriters@yahoo.com 

President: Dennis Eamon Young 
Vice-President: * Position Open
Secretary: Carol Schmidt
Treasurer: Susan Tuttle 
Program Director: Jeannie Bruenning 
Contest Committee Chair: Tom Snow
Publicity Director: Randy Ross
Membership Director: Hanje Richards
Critique Group Coordinator: *Position Open
Member-At-Large: Andrea Chmelik
Writers’ Workshops Coordinator: *Position Open
Tolosa Press Submission Manager: Andrea 
Chmelik (*Looking for new Manager)
Welcome Committee: Hanje Richards
Sunshine Chair: Kalila Volkov 
Website Master: Janice Konstantinidis
Web Assistant: Lila Bhuta
Newsletter: Susan Tuttle, Elizabeth Roderick
Art Director: Dennis Eamon Young 
Assistant Secretary: Janice Konstantinidis
Board Assistants: Sharyl Heber, Rebecca Waddell
NW Historian: Sharyl Heber

We Need Your Help!
     The success of non-profit organizations like 
NightWriters depends on its members. We all 
have talents other than writing that any 
organization could make use of.
     NightWriters has many special opportunities 
for members to get involved, working “behind 
the scenes.” If you’d like to assist in any capacity, 
email: slonightwriters@yahoo.com

      Notify NW of any change in address or email: 
slonightwriters@yahoo.com.  Join NW and send dues or 
renewal checks (payable to SLO NightWriters) to: SLO 
NightWriters, PO Box 6241, Los Osos, CA 93412-6241. Or 
join/renew online through our website: 

About Our Monthly Meetings
     NightWriters’ Evening Meetings: the second Tuesday of 
every month, year round. We encourage interested visitors 
to join us at 6:30 pm. Admission free; refreshments served.
    Next Meeting: December 9th, 6:30 pm, at United 
Church of Christ Meeting Hall, 11245 Los Osos Valley 
Road, San Luis Obispo. November meeting begins at 6:30 
pm. Sign in for holiday readings begins at 6:15 pm.
     Writers’ Critique Groups: For paid members only. These 
groups read and critique each other’s work and discuss 
the business of writing. Visitors welcome; phone ahead to 
make arrangements. See details below, or visit our website: 
www.slonightwriters.org
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      NW Critique Groups are a wonderful benefit of NW Membership. Some groups are full, but many 
welcome visitors. Always contact the group leader listed for specific information regarding group 
availability and visiting options. SLO NW cannot guarantee critique group formation or availability but 
we do strive to facilitate connections between writers so they can initiate and develop their own writing 
affiliations. While we cannot be, and are not, responsible for any outcomes from these associations, we 
hope they lead to great creative magic and magnificent literary works! Contact Anita Hunt, Critique 
Group Coordinator to list your critique group and critique needs in the NW Newsletter and on the NW 
Web site. hunt6465@charter.net 
      Can’t find an existing group? START ONE. It’s easy!  If you’re new at this, don’t be intimidated.  It’s 
fun and there are no lofty requisites. All it takes is two or more folks committed to reading/hearing the 
work of others and providing honest, constructive feedback. Critique groups are not teaching sessions. 
They are writers learning from reading and critiquing each others’ works. Effective formats may include 
exchanging the review/editing service by mail or electronically, or meeting face-to-face and reading aloud 
to each other, or any combination that works for the group. One of our groups takes a lesson/learning 
approach and does practice writing exercises every meeting. Some groups focus on a particular genre; 
others accept all kinds of writing. Each group is different depending on their needs and interests. Group 
members set their own times, dates, meeting locations, and parameters. We have Critique Group 
Guidelines on our website to help get you started and we can provide a mentor to attend a few sessions if 
needed.  www.slonightwriter.org. Contact slonightwriter@yahoo.com  with your critique needs and 
genres and we’ll do her best to assist you. 

POETRY CRITIQUE GROUP FORMING
Poetry Critique Group Emerging! Any poet 
can join. Any poet can benefit from input of a 
group, regardless of experience. Call and 
together we can set time and place to meet. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Contact: ! Irene Chadwick, 481-3824  
! ! irenekooi@gmail.com 

‘JUST US’ CHILDREN’S BOOK 
CRITIQUE
Meets in the South County. Critiqued at a fast 
pace, in a process where members critique each 
other’s writing electronically, followed by a face-
to-face meeting twice a month. Meetings are 
held 1st and 3rd Saturdays at 10
am. Contact moderator for details and 
directions.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697   
! ! ! liliasinclaire@gmail.com 

CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

NORTH COUNTY GROUP
Meets the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays from 9:00 
am-12:00 noon (subject to change). Adult and 
children’s fiction and nonfiction. No genre or 
skill level restrictions. Meets in Paso Robles. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator:! ! Lillian Brown, 215-6107
! ! ! lilliofslo@aol.com 

PISMO SATURDAY GROUP
New group starts Saturday May 10.  All levels 
and genres, short stories, poetry, novels and 
memoirs. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
group meetings. 1500 word limit on 
submissions. Meets the 2nd and 4th Saturdays 
from 9:00-11:00 am. Contact moderator for 
location.
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderator! ! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

HI HOPES 
This group was invented to fill a need for a Los 
Osos/San Luis Obispo group that incorporates 
writers who generate stories, essays, novels, 
poetry—you get the picture—writers of any 
description. Whether or not you wish to publish, 
we’ll help you with ideas to improve your 
writing. Led by Sharon Sutliff, we meet on the 
2nd and 4th Mondays at 9 AM and usually 
wrap up in time for lunch. We meet in various 
locations. Call one of the moderators to arrange a 
visit, or get more information. CURRENTLY 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS
Moderators:! ! Sharon Sutliff, 544-4034
! ! ! ! Audrey Yanes, 748-8600

What If? Writing Group III (Monday 
Evening Group)

This group is on hiatus at this time. If you are 
interested in an evening class, contact the 
moderator.
Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

WHAT IF? WRITING GROUP II (Wed. 
pm Group)

For all writers of fiction and creative non-fiction. 
Meets every Wednesday in Los Osos from 3:00 
pm to 5:00 pm. Not a traditional NightWriter 
critique group. Work is produced in each session, 
then analyzed according to the objective of the 
day’s goal. Based on writing exercises designed 
to jump-start the creative process (gleaned from 
a variety of published authors), these sessions 
take writers through the process of writing 
fiction from inception of idea to the final 
resolution. This group is for all writers who want 
to learn the process of crafting a well-told story 

while developing their own voice and style. We 
explore such topics as ideas, character, story arc, 
tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, resolution, 
writing mechanics, etc.  There is a small monthly 
fee involved for this class to cover materials. 
CURRENTLY OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Contacts:! Susan Tuttle, 458-5234
! ! aim2write@yahoo.com

NEW GROUPS FORMING!

ADULT NOVELS
Lili Sinclaire is considering FORMING A NEW 
GROUP for ADULT NOVELS in a process 
where members critique each other’s writing 
electronically, followed by a face- to-face 
meeting.  
Contact:   Lili Sinclaire, 904-9697
   liliasinclaire@gmail.com
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CRITIQUE GROUPS LISTING

PISMO WEDNESDAY GROUP
New group began Meeting on May 1. All levels 
and genres: short stories, novels, poetry, 
memoir. Work is exchanged one week prior to 
each meeting; 1,500 word limit on submissions. 
Meets the 1st and 3rd Wednesday from 
9:00-11:00 am in Pismo Beach. 
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome. Contact 
moderator for location.
Moderator! ! Tom Snow
! ! ! coinerbop@gmail.com
LO PROSE

Meets in Los Osos on the first and third 
Wednesdays at 7pm till usually 10pm. Charlie 
Perryess and Lorie Brallier share hosting 
responsibilities, running a tight ship so that 
everyone can read. No cross talk permitted. At 
the beginning and at our break we socialize. 
We’re all serious but fun-loving. Presently the 
writing covers several genres: YA novels; short 
stories; short stories woven into a novel; 
fantasy; humorous mystery novel; political 
satire novel; and personal essays. We write just 
about everything except poetry.   CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS but 
guests are welcome.  It may happen that space 
could be made for a compatible writer. 
Moderators:!        Charlie Perryess, 528-4090 
! ! ! Lorie Brallier, 528-8845

LONG STORY SHORT
Flash Fiction/Nonfiction only meets the 2nd & 
4th Fridays every month, from 10 am to 12 
noon in Arroyo Grande.  Bring paper and 
pencil, or your laptop if you are so inclined—
flash pieces, 1000 word strict maximum.

CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS – call or email Diane to be placed on 
a waiting list.
Moderator:! Diane Smith 858-414-0070   
! ! mdcomposes@yahoo.com
 
NOVEL IDEA

Meets twice monthly on the 2nd and 4th 
Wednesdays in San Luis Obispo, dealing with 
book-length works. The group is fully committed 
to helping one another craft material in the 
chosen genres with helpful critiques and 
encouragement. Marketing techniques are part of 
the on-going exchange. We are currently full but 
welcome one-time guests to observe how our 
group functions in the hope of encouraging 
establishment of new groups. CURRENTLY 
FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS

Moderator:!! Barbara Wolcott, 543-5240       
                                        

FICTION/NONFICTION
Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays from 9:00 am to 
noon in San Luis. Members bring original work 
to each session and read aloud to the group. The 
group provides constructive suggestions for 
improving the writing and the structure of the 
stories. Prose forms of literature–short stories, 
novels, memoirs, essays, newspaper and 
magazine articles, travel–are this group’s forte. It 
welcomes writers who are serious about 
producing work for publication. Those interested 
in attending or who need more information 
should telephone.   CURRENTLY FULL — NOT 
OPEN TO NEW MEMBERS 
Moderators:! Terry Sanville, 541-0492 
                    !! Gloria Pautz,   543-2049
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SOUTH COUNTY WRITERS
Meets on the second and fourth Saturdays from 
9:30 AM to noon in Grover Beach. This group 
thrives on variety, writing short stories, articles, 
poetry and novels, all genres from fiction to 
biography and memoirs. Members exchange 
work by email at least one week before the 
meeting in order to receive in-depth critiques 
aimed at eliminating weaknesses and increasing 
strengths in everything from plot and character 
development to grammar and proper 
manuscript preparation. Intermediate to to 
advanced writers are welcome.  We meet in a 
casual and fun atmosphere and are serious 
about fully developing each member’s writing 
talent, whether for publication or self-
satisfaction. Visitors are always welcome.
CURRENTLY FULL – NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS 

Moderator:! ! Judy Guarnera, 474-9598 
                           ! j.guarnera@sbcglobal.net

What If? Writing Group I (a.m. Group)

Meets every Wednesday morning in Grover 
Beach from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm. Not a 
traditional NightWriter critique group. Work is 
produced in each session, then analyzed 
according to the objective of the day’s goal. 
Based on writing exercises designed to jump-
start the creative process (gleaned from a variety 
of published authors), these sessions take 
writers through the process of writing fiction 
from inception of idea to the final resolution. 
This group is for all fiction/non-fiction writers 
who want to learn the process of crafting a well-
told story while developing their own voice and 
style. We explore such topics as ideas, character, 
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story arc, tone, voice, POV, tension, dialogue, 
resolution, writing mechanics, etc. There is a 
small fee involved for this class to cover 
materials.
CURRENTLY FULL—NOT OPEN TO NEW 
MEMBERS. Visitors welcome

Moderator:! ! Susan Tuttle: 458-5234
! ! ! aim2write@yahoo.com
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